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MAHABHASHYAM CHITTARANJAN

Sangeet Natak Akademi Amrit Award:
Other Major Traditions of Music (Sugam
Sangeet)

Born on 11 December 1939 in Machilipathnam, Andhra Pradesh,
Shri Mahabhashyam Chittaranjan hails from a musical family
and is a popular Telugu light music singer, music composer and
lyricist. Trained in Carnatic music under M. Perin Devi, P. Subba
Rao, and Mangalampalli Balamurali Krishna, he has also studied
Hindustani classical music, western music, and Sugam Sangeet.

A child prodigy, Shri Mahabhashyam Chittaranjan started to sing
for Deccan Radio of Hyderabad at the age of 8 years in 1954,
In 1972, he joined the All India Radio as an ‘A’ Grade singer. He
has sung for many noted lyricists and composers. In 1998, he
was accredited as ‘Top Grade light music composer’ by Prasar
Bharati. His knowledge of Carnatic, Hindustani and Western
music, allowed him to compose in, besides Telugu, Sanskrit,
Tamil, Kannada, Marathi and Urdu languages. His repertoire
includes light music, folk music, Rabindra Sangeet, devotional
music, ghazal, Yakshagana, dance and musical ballets, and he
has even composed Bhagavad Gita in 174 ragas in both Carnatic
and Hindustani music. To date, Mahabhashyam Chittaranjan has
composed over 15,000 songs and sung over 8000 songs.

Shri Mahabhashyam Chittaranjan is the recipient of several
awards and titles including the Kalarathna by the Andhra Pradesh
State Government in 2008, and an honorary doctorate from the
Open International University of Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Shri Mahabhashyam Chittaranjan was to receive the Sangeet
Natak Akademi Amrit Award in person for his contribution to
Sugam Sangeet. To our deep regret, he passed away on 21 July
2023. The Award is bestowed on him posthumously.
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